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:H�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�EXLOGLQJ�D�PRUH�VROLG�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IUDPHZRUN��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�
FRRUGLQDWLRQ�RI�HFRQRPLF��ODERU��DQG�VRFLDO�SXEOLF�SROLFLHV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�GHFHQW�

ZRUN��ZKLFK�PXVW�FRPSULVH��
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FUHDWLRQ��DQG�UXUDO�SURVSHULW\´�
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3DUDJUDSK����J���'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�0DU�GHO�3ODWD�
 
 

To carry out the above, the Heads of the State and Government defined as a national commitment: 
�

7R�VXSSRUW�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�0LQLVWHULDO�$JUHHPHQW�RI�*XD\DTXLO�LQ�������$JULFXOWXUH�DQG�
5XUDO�/LIH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��$*52�����������3ODQ���
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3DUDJUDSK�����3ODQ�RI�$FWLRQ 
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Positioning agriculture and rural life on the 
national agenda and devising and implementing 
the measures needed to achieve their 
sustainable development are permanent 
challenges, challenges that all the actors of the 
agricultural sector must help tackle. Hence, the 
call to “work together” with all of them in realizing 
the 2015 Vision, taking into account the 
hemispheric political framework and our 
ministerial agreements. 
 
At the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec, 
2001), the Heads of State and Government 
acknowledged the fundamental importance of 
agriculture and rural life for the development of 
countries, and pledged to undertake actions 
aimed at bringing about improvements in both. 
They reaffirmed this acknowledgement at the 
Summits held in Monterrey (2004) and Mar del 
Plata (2005), and took the decision to make the 
implementation of the $*52� ���������� 3ODQ�
IRU� $JULFXOWXUH� DQG� 5XUDO� /LIH a national 
commitment. This plan is the centerpiece of the 
Ministerial Process “Agriculture and Rural Life in 
the Americas. 
 
In response to the commitments assumed by the 
government leaders, the Ministerial Process is a 
hemispheric effort focusing on dialogue, 
consensus building and commitment, and 
encompassing a number of objectives and 
strategic actions the goal of which is the 
sustainable development of agriculture and the 
rural milieu.  
 
At the meeting held in Guayaquil in 2005, the 
Ministers signed important Hemispheric  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministerial Agreements that call for the 
continuation and reinforcement of the 
Ministerial Process in 2006-2007.  This 
process will have another defining moment in 
Guatemala in 2007 when the )RXUWK�
0LQLVWHULDO� 0HHWLQJ� ³$JULFXOWXUH� DQG� 5XUDO�
/LIH� LQ� WKH� $PHULFDV´ in the context of the 
Summit process takes place.  This meeting is 
the political and highest hemispheric forum of 
ministers of agriculture where they will share 
information on headway with the process and 
decide on the essence of the new stage of the 
AGRO 2003-2015 Plan, which will include 
strategic activities for agriculture in the 
Americas in the 2008-2009 biennium. 
 
In essence, the 2006-2007 Ministerial Process, 
“working together,” offers the key actors 
responsible for the sustainable development of 
agriculture and rural life a mechanism and an 
opportunity to construct a renewed institutional 
framework and to beef up the joint activities 
and cooperation that will help us advance, 
swiftly and successfully, toward the Shared 
Vision of Agriculture and Rural Life in the 
Americas for 2015. 
 
The Ministerial Meeting is the political forum of 
the Ministers and the highest level body for 
reaching agreement by consensus on priorities 
and strategic actions for the sustainable 
development of agriculture and rural life.  The 
IABA is the highest governing body of the 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA).  There, the ministers of 
agriculture of the Americas will establish the 
strategic guidelines needed to ensure that 
IICA’s activities support the countries’ efforts to 
implement the Hemispheric Ministerial 
Agreements adopted at the Fourth Ministerial 
Meeting in support of the implementation and 
monitoring of the AGRO Plan. 
 



 

Furthermore, the IABA will study the Director 
General’s reports on the Institute’s  performance 
and the trends in agriculture and rural life in the 
Americas, make decisions regarding the 
Institute’s proposed policies, programs and 
budget, and provide follow-up to the 
implementation of decisions adopted in previous 
meetings. 
 
Given the great significance of this process for 
agriculture and rural life, it is an honor for the 
Government of Guatemala to host these 
important events. Therefore, the Government 
wishes to extend a cordial invitation to all its 
partners in this process to continue to work 
together for the agricultural and rural life of our 
countries. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Licenciado Bernardo López Figueroa 
Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Food 

 



 

GUA TEMA LA  W ILL HOST THE FOURTH 
MINISTERIA L MEETING “A GRICULTURE 
A ND RURA L LIFE IN THE A MERICA S” IN 
2007 �
 
With “Working together for the agriculture and 
rural life of the Americas” as our motto, we are 
making progress with the Ministerial Process 
“Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.” A 
key point in the process will be reached during 
the last week of July 2007, in the city of Antigua 
Guatemala, Guatemala.  
 
Parallel to the Fourth Ministerial Meeting, 
important activities related to agriculture and 
rural life will be held to promote the participation 
of the agricultural private sector of the Americas 
and other key stakeholders.  
 
The Fourth Ministerial Meeting “AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL LIFE IN THE AMERICAS” will 
mark the culmination of the 2006-2007 
Ministerial Process, with the participants 
focusing on the implementation of the AGRO 
2003-2015 Plan, identifying new agreements 
and reaffirming the continuity of the process.  
 
As a result, the expected UHVXOWV of the Fourth 
Ministerial Meeting will be: 
 
 A more thorough understanding of�VWUDWHJLF�

WRSLFV�DQG�FULWLFDO�LVVXHV of the sustainable 
development of agriculture and the rural 
milieu, as the basis for making new 
decisions regarding implementation of the 
$*52�����������3ODQ. 

 
 The adoption of the Hemispheric Ministerial 

Agenda for the implementation of the 
$*52�����������3ODQ in 2008-2009. 

 
 A renewed commitment on the part of the 

countries to conclude the development and 
implementation of the information systems 
for following up on and evaluating the 
$*52� ���������� 3ODQ and its regional 
strategies� 

 

� The strengthening of international 
cooperation within the framework of the 
AGRO 2003-2015 Plan 

 
The key players in the Ministerial Process and 
its Fourth Ministerial Meeting are the Ministers 
of Agriculture and their Ministerial Delegates of 
Agriculture and Rural Life. They are called 
upon to lead the national dialogue in each 
country, the goal of which is to prepare, based 
on the FKDOOHQJHV faced in implementing the 
AGRO Plan, the national proposals on 
VWUDWHJLF�DFWLRQV for updating the Plan. 
 
The 2007 GRICA (the Hemispheric Forum of 
Ministerial Delegates) will provide an 
opportunity to discuss these challenges and 
strategic actions and to build consensus for 
the Hemispheric Ministerial Agreements of the 
Fourth Ministerial Meeting. 
 
The 2006-2007 Ministerial Process 
“Agriculture and Rural Life” will focus on the 
implementation of the Ministerial Agreement of 
Guayaquil and two other Hemispheric 
Ministerial Agreements adopted at the Third 
Ministerial Meeting (Guayaquil 2005), which 
emphasize:  (i) the formulation of state policies 
in the countries; (ii) the adjustment of regional 
strategies; and (iii) the development of an 
information system for following up on and 
evaluating the AGRO 2003-2015 Plan and its 
regional strategies. 
 
In order to achieve the aforementioned 
5HVXOWV, it is necessary to carry out the 
following�DFWLRQV in the 2006-2007 biennium: 
 
 The dissemination of the AGRO 2003-

2015 Plan, as updated with the 
Ministerial Agreement of Guayaquil. 

 
 The implementation of the Ministerial 

Agreement of Guayaquil 2005, 
specifically the strategic guidelines for 
the 2006-2007 Hemispheric Agenda and 
those related to its Implementation and 
Follow-up component. 

 



 

 The preparation, in each country, of a 
QDWLRQDO� SURJUHVV� UHSRUW on the 
implementation of the strategic guidelines 
for the 2006-2007 Hemispheric Agenda.  

 
 The continuation of the dialogue, headed 

by the Ministers and their Delegates, on 
VWUDWHJLF�WRSLFV, and the identification of 
FULWLFDO� LVVXHV for the improvement of 
agriculture and rural life. 

 
 The identification of the principal 

FKDOOHQJHV inherent to the sustainable 
development of agriculture and the rural 
milieu, and of progress toward the 
Shared Vision 2015 of the AGRO 2003-
2015 Plan. 

 
 The updating of the $*52� ����������

3ODQ with VWUDWHJLF�DFWLRQV�for the 2008-
2009 Hemispheric Agenda, which will be 
agreed upon by the 2007 GRICA (via the  
electronic forum and at the meeting of 

Ministerial Delegates). 
 
 The development of an LQIRUPDWLRQ�

V\VWHP for following up on and 
evaluating the 2003-2015 AGRO Plan, 
and its regional strategies, which are 
currently being designed. 

 
 The strengthening of joint actions and 

horizontal cooperation between 
countries.  

 
To ensure the continuation of the Ministerial 
Process and strengthen its linkage to the 
Summit of the Americas process, it is essential 
to move forward in building a renewed 
institutional framework, strengthening joint 
action and promoting horizontal cooperation. 
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Since Guatemala will be hosting the Fourth 
Ministerial Meeting in 2007, the country’s 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food will 
be responsible for:  
 

� Chairing the Fourth Ministerial Meeting. 

 
� Conducting the 2006-2007 Ministerial 

Process and chairing the Hemispheric 
Forum of Ministerial Delegates (2007  

 

� GRICA) and the Fourth Ministerial 
Meeting. 

 
� Organizing and holding, with IICA, the 

Fourth Ministerial Meeting “Agriculture 
and Rural Life” and the Fourteenth 
Meeting of the IABA. 

 
(FXDGRU�
 

Since Ecuador hosted the Third Ministerial 
Meeting, Guayaquil 2005, its Ministry of 
Agriculture will serve as the Joint Chair of the 
2007 GRICA and assist Guatemala in 
conducting the Ministerial Process until 2007. 
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Based on the experience acquired with the 
previous ministerial processes, the role of the 
Ministerial Delegates in the 34 countries is 
crucial in the conduct of the 2006-2007 process. 
They are responsible for the following:  
�

� Seeing to the implementation and follow-
up of the Hemispheric Ministerial 
Agreements entrusted to them by the 
ministers at their previous ministerial 
meeting; 

� Coordinating with their foreign ministries 
the circulation of information on the 
mandates on agriculture and rural life of 
the Summits and follow-up of those 
mandates; 

� Leading the dialogue and building 
national consensus on national 
proposals for updating the AGRO 2003-
2015 Plan of Action. 

� Participating in the virtual dialogue and 
the meetings of GRICA 2007, while 
seeking to build hemispheric consensus 
on the agreements of the Fourth 
Ministerial Meeting. 

 
A key element required for the success of the 
Ministerial Process is the leadership of the 
Ministerial Delegates in the dialogue with other 
development stakeholders and the close 
collaboration with the National Summit 
Coordinators of the respective ministries of 
foreign affairs. 
�
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,QWHU�$PHULFDQ�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�&RRSHUDWLRQ�RQ�
$JULFXOWXUH��,,&$��
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An institutional partner in the Summits of the 
Americas process since the Quebec Summit,  
 
held in 2001. Since then, it has served as 
Technical Secretariat of the Ministerial 
Process “Agriculture and Rural Life in the 
Americas.” 
 
Its contribution is aimed at facilitating the 
continuation of the Ministerial Process and its 
linkage to the Summit of the Americas 
process. It plays an important role in facilitating 
agreement on the monitoring and adjusting of 
the national and regional strategies and the 
AGRO 2003-2015 Plan.  Through its Offices in 
the 34 Member States, its Directorates of 
Regional Operations and other units at 
Headquarters, it supports the national 
authorities of its Member States in the 
development of the 2006-2007 Ministerial 
Process and in the implementation of the 
AGRO 2003-2015 Plan. 
 
Also, IICA, together with other international 
organizations that have also received the 
mandate from the Heads of State and 
Government of the Americas in the Plan of 
Action of their Fourth Summit, in Mar del Plata, 
and the request from the Ministers of 
Agriculture in the Hemispheric Ministerial 
Agreement of Guayaquil, will continue 
supporting the development of an information 
system for following up on and evaluating the 
2003-2015 AGRO Plan and its regional 
strategies. 
 
IICA, through specialized units at 
Headquarters and its Office in Guatemala, will 
provide full support to the Guatemalan 
authorities in all tasks related to its role as host 
country of the most important hemispheric 
event for agriculture and rural life in the 
Americas. 



 

�
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More than a ministerial document, it is a 
continuing joint process for learning and 

consensus building, the adoption of 
commitments and the execution of 
strategic activities to move ahead towards 
the Shared Vision 2015 for agriculture 
and rural life in the Americas. 
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FRPPLWPHQWV�RI�WKH�6XPPLWV�

�
�

:H�LQVWUXFW� WKH�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�-RLQW�6XPPLW�
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(FRQRPLF�&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�/DWLQ�$PpULFD�DQG�
WKH� &DULEEHDQ� �(&/$&��� 3$+2�� ,QWHU�
$PHULFDQ� ,QVWLWXWH� IRU� &RRSHUDWLRQ� RQ�
$JULFXOWXUH� �,,&$��� &HQWUDO� $PHULFDQ� %DQN�
IRU�(FRQRPLF�,QWHJUDWLRQ��&$%(,���WKH�:RUOG�
%DQN�� ,/2�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 2UJDQL]DWLRQ� IRU�
0LJUDWLRQ��2,0���,QVWLWXWH�IRU�&RQQHFWLYLW\�LQ�
WKH�$PHULFDV� �,&$���&DULEEHDQ�'HYHORSPHQW�
%DQN� �&'%��� DQG� WKH� $QGHDQ� 'HYHORSPHQW�
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WKH�2$6��WR�FRQWLQXH��WKURXJK�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�
DFWLYLWLHV� DQG� SURJUDPV�� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�
IROORZ�XS� DQG� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
'HFODUDWLRQV� DQG� 3ODQV� RI� $FWLRQ� RI� WKH�
6XPPLWV� RI� WKH� $PHULFDV�� DQG� RI� WKH�
'HFODUDWLRQ� DQG� 3ODQ� RI� $FWLRQ� RI� 0DU� GHO�
3ODWD��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQV�
IRU�IXWXUH�VXPPLWV��
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)RXUWK�6XPPLW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV�������
3DUDJUDSK�����'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�0DU�GHO�3ODWD 
 
 
�
7R� UHTXHVW� ,QWHU�$PHULFDQ� ,QVWLWXWH� IRU�
&RRSHUDWLRQ� RQ� $JULFXOWXUH� �,,&$�� DQG�
(&/$&� WR� FRQWLQXH� ZLWK� WKHLU� HIIRUWV� WR�
GHYHORS�DQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�V\VWHP�IRU�WKH�IROORZ�
XS� DQG� HYDOXDWLRQ� RI� WKH� $*52� ����������
3ODQ�� DQG� WKH� RWKHU� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� -RLQW�
6XPPLW�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�WR�MRLQ�LQ�WKRVH�HIIRUWV�
DV� D� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� GHILQLQJ� JRDOV� DQG�
LQGLFDWRUV� IRU� WKH�PDQGDWHV�RI� WKH�6XPPLW�RI�
WKH�$PHULFDV��
�

)RXUWK�6XPPLW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV�������
3DUDJUDSK�����3ODQ�RI�$FWLRQ�

 
 
 
 

 
                                  
 
 
 

 


