
Eggs are one of the most balanced 

foods



EGGS ARE THE CHEAPEST 

SOURCE OF PROTIENS

ÁAFFORDABLE



EGGS HELP FIGHT DISEASES



EGGS AND CARIDIO VASCULAR 

DISEASE



Weight classes for grade 

A-eggs

Weight class Grade weight per 

egg

XL > 73 g

L 63 ï73 g

M 53 ï63 g

S < 53 g



Requires a control system

ÁAll eggs produced in 
according IKB-
standards

ÁAll eggs are stamped 
with a numeric code

ÁIndependent control 
agency



Numeric code on eggs

0 = biological

1 = free range

2 = floor/litter system

3 = cage

NL = country

40256 = farm

(2) = house number



Haugh Units

Is this egg fresh or old?

How fresh?

> 78      HU    very good

55 ï78 HU    good

31 ï55 HU    abnormal

< 31      HU    very poor



Haugh Units influenced 

by:

ÁDuration of storage

ÁStorage temperature

ÁAge of hens

ÁDiseases (NCD, ILT, EDS)

ÁMoulting

ÁHeritability



Storage affects HU



Storage at low 

temperature, but avoid 

òsweatingó



Yolk colour

ÁRoche colour fan

ÁDepends on consumer 

preference

ÁNatural carotenoids 

and/or artificial pigments

Á Intestinal disorders Ą

pale yolks



Shell thickness

ÁNutrition

ÁStage of production

ÁMoulting

ÁClimate

ÁLevel of production

ÁGenetic potential

ÁDiseases

ÁDrugs



Dirty eggs

ÁWashing?

ÁDo it good or loose 

your market!!!

ÁA.o. water 

temperature, rinsing 

and drying

ÁBetter to improve 

farm management!!!


